
Be careful what you wish for. 

 

No one is likely to deny that fast-moving traffic in residential areas is 

dangerous, and that the internal combustion engine adds to atmospheric 

pollution.  The former reveals a gross failure of enforcement of existing 

legislation, and the latter is time-bound as we move – more rapidly than 

people may realise – to a world of electric, or hydrogen-powered cars. 

There is something deeply unfair about the proposed traffic management 

scheme about to be imposed on the residents of Lee Green Ward.  It employs 

the age-old political scam of demonizing people we don’t know.  It categorises 

‘rat-runners’ as the ‘baddies’ and the residents as the ‘goodies’.  It imposes all-

day road closures, ignoring the fact that the rat-running is worst between 7 

and 10 am, and 4 and 7 pm on weekdays, and noticeably lighter during school 

holidays.  At other times, residents, visitors, tradesmen and delivery drivers 

will use the same routes in order to access local destinations.  Traffic engineers 

have likened flow as being akin to that of water:  it follows the path of least 

resistance and if the railway bridge at Ennersdale Road is one of few ways to 

cross the railway, even residents will use it.  Difficult to prove, but the 

relentless ‘hollowing’ of the rail timetable with an increase in the number of 

services missing out Lee and Mottingham Stations cannot have helped. 

Figures being touted suggest that around 60% of peak traffic is rat-running so 

this makes rat-runners ‘the many’.  Local residents are, by default, ‘the few’ 

and, if we follow that catchy mantra, are of no consequence.  When the rat-

runners have been seen off, it is the local residents who will have to suffer the 

loss of amenity and social cohesion which will be heaped upon them by the 

draconian road closures.  A case in point is Hither Green Station – of strategic 

importance to the local population but locked in a web of minor side roads.  If 

a similar scheme is visited upon the good citizens of Hither Green, it will be 

extremely difficult to access even in the environmentally friendly zip-car of the 

future. 

There are myriad reasons why residents, particularly the elderly, frail or 

disabled, use cars to get about the area:  calling at the child-minder, dropping 



children at different schools, moving luggage and heavy shopping, collecting 

children from Lochaber Hall late in the evening, delivering items to the Church 

of the Good Shepherd for a table sale or taking something bulky to Manor 

House Gardens Party in the Park.  The list is endless, but, picked off 

individually, local journeys are easy to dismiss as a polluting luxury.  To 

paraphrase George Orwell:  ‘four wheels bad – two wheels good’ and that is 

the basic premise of the whole exercise.  Even the pretence that it will ‘reduce 

pollution’ is disingenuous, because of the greatly increased journey times.  The 

gamble is that people will just give up their car, but that still leaves tortuous, 

dangerous and polluting manoeuvering of the numerous cul-de-sacs by 

reversing refuse lorries and delivery vans.  Will it be possible to maintain the 

current bin-emptying cycle?  One wonders if anyone has bothered to tell 

Darren, the milkman?  What are the views of the traders on the Chiltonian 

Estate, and the shop keepers of Staplehurst Road and Manor Lane?  Many of 

them probably have no idea what is about to visited upon them. 

Another example of ‘the many …’ is the proposal to limit north-south journeys 

across the ward to just Manor Park / part-Manor Lane and Burnt Ash Road.  

Numerically, the number of households adversely affected will count as ‘the 

few’ and we know what happens to them.  Operationally, the Manor 

Park/Manor Lane route is an extremely high strategic risk:  it affords the only 

way that some residents will be able to access the world outside the zone and 

will be at the mercy of roadworks, traffic accidents and the like. 

Intellectually, the whole scheme is just anti-car, and beyond road closures no 

other means of control seem to be on offer.  In addition, there are no 

published metrics to gauge success.  Why are other methods not considered?  

How about a congestion zone operating as a profit centre?  Number plate 

recognition cameras are widely used and could be employed to influence 

traffic movements.  They could be used only at peak hours, or (perhaps) for 24 

hours on weekdays with a waiver for motorists who already pay for on-street 

parking within the zone.  And as for speeding in our token ’20 mph’ zone, how 

about enforcing it?  Now there’s a novel idea. 

Dr Ralph White 

Lee Manor Society 




