For further details on some of the topics below, visit http://www.leemanorsociety.org
Please consider changing to our email distribution – write to news@leemanorsociety.org

Next Regular Meeting
7.30 pm on Tuesday 12th January 2016
at The Community Centre, Unit 3, Leegate
Open to all residents in the area. Formalities end 9.00pm - refreshments afterwards

Notes of our Meeting on 10th November 2015
Present:

Ralph White (Chairman), David Plumer, David Ford, Charles Batchelor,
Veronica Simmons, Frances Migniuolo Sue Byford, Chris Peters, Patti
Byford, Rita Craft, Ian Mills, and Sheila Peck (Secretary)
Apologies: Jim Mallory, Sylvia Ling, and Sarah McMichael.
CPZ
The latest information we have is that the necessary administrative arrangements for
the West Lee Green CPZ will not be completed until January 2016.
Ice House
We have noticed that there is some damage to the Panel of Information at the Ice House
which Ian Mills has kindly offered to investigate and, hopefully, arrange repair.
Leegate
Still no news on the further consideration of the Planning Application by Lewisham
Council other than that it will not be until at least mid-December or even January. Both
the Council and St. Modwen are awaiting the results of the TfL traffic assessment
currently being undertaken.
Manor House Library
In its quest to achieve unprecedented cost savings, Lewisham Council is consulting on
ways to reorganise the Library and Information Services. The Council’s preferred plan
is to reduce full-service provision to three ’hub’ libraries (Downham, Deptford and
Lewisham) which means that Manor House library will be recast a Community Library.
There is naturally much concern that the service provision will be degraded and there
are a number of actions being taken by opponents to influence the final outcome. We
discussed the issue and concluded that because Manor House Library is situated within

a magnificent Grade II* listed building our efforts would be best expended on
exploiting fully the commercial potential of the building since that would provide the
securest environment for the Library, and possibly allow service provision to be
enhanced beyond the basic Community model. (Note added: other local groups have
reached a similar conclusion and a working party has been established by the Local
Assembly to develop ideas.)
Lewisham Local Plan
A few days after the meeting we submitted our response to the council's consultation
on a new Local Plan which lays out a framework planning strategy as well as detailed
policies in areas such as housing, transport, employment, urban design and conservation.
The new plan is intended to run for 15 years - from 2018-2033 - compared with the 10
years of the one it replaces. The plan points to the need for even more housing than
previously predicted. This is likely to increase pressure to build tall and to squeeze
houses onto vacant plots. We will need to watch this closely. Private sector
employment in Lewisham is very low - the borough is essentially a dormitory suburb and there is pressure to convert commercial premises to housing. Although homes are
needed there is also a requirement for space for offices and smaller sites for garages,
builders' yards and small workshops. They may not always look pretty but they are vital
in providing local services. In the transport area we are urging improved north-south
links - to Greenwich and Grove Park - for Lee. In the field of urban design and
conservation we believe present policies are in general adequate but should be
strengthened with specific guidance on rear extensions to houses. Applications are
sometimes made for extensions that are too large, damage the character of the house to
which they are attached and impinge on the amenity of neighbours through overshading
and light spillage. Like previous plans that we have commented on, this one is full of
fine words but, as ever, the problem lies in implementation which can be insufficiently
robust or inconsistent. Our full submission can be viewed on our website.
We thank Ralph and Ju for hosting the meeting.

